GANDHIJI AND THE INDIAN REVOLUTION
The evolution of a new culture in which the best elements
of the past and the present will be fused demands keenness
of the mind, catholicity of heart and resilience of spirit.
In the past, expansion in the scale of production inevitably
provoked an expansion in the size of cities. Man's limited
power required aggregation in large jaumbers to make an
increase in the standard of life possible. Higher standards
depended upon more commodities and more commodities
upon larger units of production. To-day, with the substitu-
tion of electricity for steam as the main source of energy, all
this has changed. Where electricity is the motive power, the
concentration of multitudes in industrial town and slums is
no longer inevitable. Electricity makes the distribution of
industry over a large area possible. It offers a possibility
of restoring conditions analogous to those which obtained
in the days of rural crafts. It promises to combine the
finest elements in the rural and the civic cultures of the past.
Rich human relations can now be combined with increase
in the riches of the world. Deep emotional vitality side
by side with conditions of plenty for everybody can release
human energies for new creative ventures. A dim aware-
ness of this possibility was a factor behind Gandhiji's
insistence upon decentralization of industry and the crea-
tion of small and autonomous units*
Experience of European civilization made Gandhiji
realize the importance of the economic independence of
the individual. Without it, political independence often
becomes a mockery and democracy a mere form. He also
saw that undue concentration of wealth undermined the
economic independence of the individual, and yet followed
almost inevitably from large-scale production under private
proprietory right. His analysis so far was identical with
that of Socialism- His solution was, however, different from
theirs. The socialist remedy was and is to eliminate
private property while Gandhiji found the solution in dis-
persal of industry.
The difference in the socialist and the Gandhian solu-
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